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NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY
Following the September 11 terrorist 
attacks, author J.K. Rowling gave a 
signed first edition of Harry Potter and 
the Order of the Phoenix to the library 
to honor the city’s determination.

HAMILTON: A MUSICAL
This hip-hop-infused mash-
up musical features the 
Revolutionary War hero 
Alexander Hamilton beatboxing 
on Broadway.

TIMES SQUARE BALL
This huge sphere weighs 11,875 
pounds and is lit by 32,256 LED 
lamps. Every New Year’s Eve  
it is dropped 141 feet  
down a flagpole.

FASHION WEEK
NYC is a global fashion capital, 
employing around 180,000 
people in the industry.  
Each spring and fall top 
designers host runway  
shows around the city.

STATUE OF LIBERTY
This iconic statue’s crown has  
seven rays, each representing 
one of the seven continents and 
weighing 150 pounds!

THE 9/11 MEMORIAL & MUSEUM
The annual “Tribute in Light” 
beautifully honors those who lost 
their lives during the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001.

GOVERNORS ISLAND

TRANSIT MUSEUM
Find out all about subway trains  
and lines—the longest is the A, 
covering more than 30 miles.

BATTERY 
PARK

CHINATOWN

SOHO

GREENWICH VILLAGE

EAST VILLAGE
WASHINGTON 
SQUARE PARK

AMERICAN BALLET THEATRE
In 2015 Misty Copeland became the 
first African American woman to 
become a principal dancer in the 
ABT’s 75-year history. Bravo!  

LITTLE ITALY
This neighborhood  
was home to the 
U.S.’s first pizzeria, 
Lombardi’s, founded  
in 1905.

MIRACLE ON  
THE HUDSON
In 2009 a passenger plane 
hit a flock of geese and 
both engines failed. The 
pilot successfully landed it 
on the Hudson River, saving 
everyone on board.

SONIA SOTOMAYOR 
 b.1954

Born in the Bronx, this 
Princeton grad became 

the first Hispanic Supreme 
Court justice in 2009.

CENTRAL PARK
Rumor has it that under NYC’s 
843-acre “backyard” are the 
remains of dinosaur models 
created by sculptor Benjamin 
Waterhouse Hawkins in 1869. 
The models were apparently 
destroyed and buried in 1871.

HAYDEN PLANETARIUM
Find out all about our galaxy, the  
Milky Way. Did you know that is has 
about 200 billion stars?

THE BIG WHEEL
was invented in NYC in 
1969. This classic tricycle 
now has a place in the 
National Toy Hall of  
Fame in Rochester, NY.

MIDTOWN

BRYANT 
PARK

CENTRAL 
PARK

METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART
In 2011 the museum’s mummy of  
Nesmin was given a CT scan.  
The scan revealed 31 amulets  
within its wrappings, and signs  
that Nesmin had arthritis.

CHRYSLER BUILDING
The addition of a 197-foot 
spire made this the world’s 
tallest building when it was 
completed in 1930, but it lost 
this title after only a year.

TREASURES IN THE  
TRASH MUSEUM
This garage/gallery displays 
thousands of objects found in the 
city’s trash, including toy trains, 
vintage phones, and teapots.

DOUBLE DUTCH
Two Harlem cops made this jump 
rope game into a world-class sport, 
popularized by teens with fancy 
footwork, by organizing the first 
tournament in 1974.

HARLEM

RANDALL’S 
ISLAND PARK
is home to one 
of NYC’s several 
cricket fields. This 
sport, popular in 
England, India, 
and the West 
Indies, dates from 
the 18th century.

NEIL DEGRASSE TYSON 
  b.1958

After graduating from 
the Bronx High School 
of Science, Harvard, 
and Columbia, this 

astrophysicist became 
director of the Hayden 

Planetarium. 

BAGEL WITH  
A SCHMEAR
Bagels were first made by 
Jewish communities in Poland. 
Enjoy them toasted, then served 
with cream cheese and lox 
(smoked salmon).

CHINESE NEW YEAR
Celebrate the lunar new 
year in Chinatown with a 
lion dance to the beat of 
drums, cymbals, and gongs.

CONEY ISLAND
was once home to  
the Switchback 
Railway, the U.S.’s first 
rollercoaster. Riders 
coasted at a mere 6 
mph. Today’s speeds 
on Coney Island’s 
Thunderbolt top 65 mph!

BROOKLYN BRIDGE
In 1884, a year after this 
suspension bridge opened, 
showman P. T. Barnum  
led a parade of 21  
elephants over it!

WELCOME TO THE CITY THAT NEVER SLEEPS

YANKEE STADIUM
Yankee slugger Babe 
Ruth was one of the first 
players to order a bat 
with a knob at the end of 
the handle, which is  
now the standard bat.

HANSOM CAB
The 150,000 horses that drew the city’s 
public transportation in the 1880s left 
about 3 million pounds of  
manure behind each day.

LADY GAGA  
(STEFANI GERMANOTTA)

 b.1986
Manhattan-born Lady Gaga 

is one of the best-selling 
musicians of all time. In 2011 
she launched the Born This 

Way Foundation to empower 
young people.

JACKIE ROBINSON 
  1919-1972

In 1947 this second 
baseman for the Brooklyn 
Dodgers became the first 

African American to play in 
Major League Baseball. 

MAURICE SENDAK
  1928-2012

The author of the award-
winning book Where the 
Wild Things Are was born  

in Brooklyn to Jewish/ 
Polish parents.  

THE ARK AT JFK AIRPORT
This luxury “animal terminal” 
handles the 70,000 horses, 
pets, birds, and livestock that 
fly into JFK each year.

VERA WANG
  b.1949

Born and raised in NYC,  
the Chinese American 
designer known for her 
wedding dresses was a 
figure skater as a child.

A DAY IN NEW YORK

ften called the greatest city in the world, New York  
was the country’s capital from 1785—1790, and is  
still a cultural capital of the U.S. With a population 

topping 8 million, it is the largest city in the nation. The Big 
Apple is home to some 1,700 parks, 113 museums, 6,375 miles 
of streets, 22 subway routes, and countless artists, authors, 
performers, innovators, and scientists.

 “These streets will make you feel brand new, Big lights will 
inspire you. Hear it for New York,” are the words of
Brooklyn-born rapper Jay-Z and Hell’s Kitchen-raised Alicia 
Keys. Their hit song about the city was partly inspired by Frank 
Sinatra’s “New York, New York,” which used the famous  
nickname, “The City that Never Sleeps.”

 This city has inspired many, many books, including The Young 
Unicorns by Madeleine L’Engle, Wonder by R.J. Palacio, September 
Roses by Jeanette Winter, and Locomotion by Jacqueline Woodson.

9 AM Breakfast on bagels. New Yorkers swear by 
the cream cheese and lox at Russ & Daughters.

10 AM Hail one of the city’s 13,237 taxis—but if 
you want to drive one, you’ll need to pay for a 
medallion, which can cost $1 million!

11 AM Check out a book from the New York Public 
Library’s main branch, which is where the Ripley’s 
Believe It or Not! researcher spent many hours 
digging up amazing facts for the newspaper panel.

12 PM Visit the knights in armor at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, just like the runaways did in the 
book From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler. 

1 PM It’s always a good time for a NY slice, whether 
it’s National Pizza Month (October) or National 
Pizza Week (the second week of January)!

2 PM “How does an orphan grow up to be a hero 
and a scholar?” Hum along with the cast of the hip-
hop musical Hamilton at a matinee on Broadway, if 
you can get your hands on a ticket, that is!

3 PM Take a ferry to the Statue of Liberty and 
climb the 154 steps from the pedestal to the head. 

4 PM Cheer on the Yankees at Yankee Stadium in 
the Bronx. In 1929 this baseball team was the first 
to permanently adopt uniform numbers. 

5 PM Visit Times Square, named for the New York 
Times newspaper, which has published more than 
58,000 issues over 162 years.  

6 PM Feast on soup dumplings and noodles in 
Chinatown.

7 PM Put on your orange-and-blue fan gear and 
head to Madison Square Garden to count the three 
pointers during a Knicks basketball game.

8 PM Enjoy the view from the Empire State 
Building—whose lights turn off at 11 p.m. during 
bird migrating season, so as not to confuse them.

KEY FACTS

STATE NEW YORK

NAMED FOR
The English Duke of York, 
future King James II

FOUNDED IN
1624

STATE POPULATION
19,795,791

CITY POPULATION
8,550,405

CITY AREA
303 square miles

TALLEST BUILDING
One World Trade Center: 
1,776 feet (104 stories)

NICKNAMES
• The City That Never Sleeps 
• The Big Apple
• The Empire City

BEST PLACE TO . . . 
Watch a hot-dog eating 
contest: Coney Island

BRAGGING RIGHTS
The first Children’s Museum  
in the world opened in 
Brooklyn in 1899

LOCAL LINGO
“Eat a slice on a tar beach” 
(Eat pizza on a rooftop)

CAN YOU FIND?
5 taxicabs

FDR DRIVE

HOUSTON ST.
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